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ken 3 and not one spectator in a thousand can fully appre-
ciate them Surely its facility outlines the essential frivolity
of too much reliance on lighting Nor can you have rich
light-appeals together with other more concrete effects
The moment you begin to rely on lighting as a primary aid
to significance, the actors begin to dissolve, gesture and
facial expression lose value, words are blurred and, if all
this were not so, the human mind, incorrigibly flirtatious
always in matters of visual appeal, would swiftly prostitute its
attention I once saw the moonlight and music scene of The
Merchant of Venice beautifully arranged with cardboard
marbled fountains and silhouette trees and a delicate play of
moonlight on Lorenzo and Jessica It was exquisite, I was
visually intoxicated But I did not listen to the actois Why,
in any case, attempt to spoil these exquisite sonatas of
coloured light with Shakespeai e's heavy and laborious
language ? Let us have separate shows
The light-expert paradoxically deals largely in darkness
He prefers a daikened stage, where he may the more effect-
ively drop his pools of brilliance You see a figure walking
in twilight suddenly catch a steely lay fiom the wings, 'stick
fiery off indeed' as he says an important speech, then tuin,
and with a couple of steps he is blacked-out, dissolved Re-
cently in the scene what Othello comts betoie the Duke I
Watched him stand in half-daikness saying quite important
'mes that \ccoidmgly lost power Before the Duke's table
was a pool oi light I thought, cWhen the time for his big
speech comes he will have to walk up those steps and get
into that light% and he did Nowadays instead ol a level
blend and diffusion you often get harshly distinct colouis
from the wings You may see Polixt nts m Tke Winter9* Tale
take a warm red from one wing, tutrx and catch a green
fiom the other It is a pretty duam-woild So the dawn
blushes in Hamlet <ind Romeo and Juliet, oi tiees m A Mid*
summer Nighf* Duam shw r a^imst a moonlight that all but
shames the moon But you buy it all at a pncc
The actoxs become dtcam figutes, invisibility ebuds ev